A Guide for
New Students
& Their Families
2017-2018

NOTES

2

NOTES

3

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Welcome ..................................................................................................................... 5
Important Dates ........................................................................................................ 6
Do I Have Everything Signed? ............................................................................... 8
Registration Form ...................................................................................................... 9
Tuition/Fees Agreement Form ............................................................................. 10
FERPA Authorization to Release Information .................................................... 12
Getting Started at Aurora University ................................................................ 14
Getting Started for Resident Students .............................................................. 16
Getting Started for Student-Athletes ................................................................ 18
Campus Map .......................................................................................................... 19

For an online version of
A Guide for New Students and Their Families,
please visit aurora.edu/newstudentguide.

4

WELCOME
On behalf of all Aurora University students, faculty and staff, I extend my
heartiest welcome and heartfelt thanks as you begin your college career at
our institution.
As outlined in our mission statement, Aurora University is an “inclusive
community dedicated to the transformative power of learning.” This
booklet provides additional information toward this pursuit. I encourage
you and your family to read it carefully, as it contains a variety of
information designed to help you and your family prepare for a successful
transition to the University. You may want to keep it in a handy spot for
reference throughout the upcoming years.
I look forward to personally meeting and welcoming you to Aurora
University. Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me
directly at (630) 844-5467 or via email at agray@aurora.edu.
With best regards,

Amy Gray
Amy Gray, Ed.D.
Associate Vice President for Student Life
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IMPORTANT DATES – FALL 2017
TBA

Vaccination Clinic

JULY
July 15

Health and immunization records due to Wellness Center

AUGUST
August 1
August 21
August 24
August 24-27
August 26
August 27
August 28
August 31

First installment of fall semester Monthly Payment Plan due (if
enrolled in the monthly payment plan)
Fall 2017 tuition due
Move-in for first-year students
Welcome Weekend: First-Year Student Orientation
Move-in for transfer students
Move-in for returning students
Fall semester classes begin
Involvement Fair

SEPTEMBER
September 2
September 3
September 4
September 6
September 11
September 15
September 18

End of 100% tuition refund period
Last day to add fall semester 16-week daytime classes
Labor Day (No day or evening classes)
$100 late fee tuition payment deadline
End of 90% tuition refund period
Last day to change residential meal plans
End of 50% tuition refund period

OCTOBER (File the 2017-2018 FAFSA as soon as possible after October 1)
October 4
$200 late fee tuition payment deadline
October 7
Last day to withdraw from Module 1 fall semester classes
October 9-15
Homecoming week
October 13
Founders Convocation (no classes after 1:05 p.m.)
October 20-22 Fall Weekend (No traditional day classes)
NOVEMBER
November 1
$300 late fee tuition payment deadline
November 11
Last day to drop fall semester classes with automatic “W”
November 22-26 Thanksgiving holiday (No day or evening classes)
DECEMBER
December 1
December 2
December 11-16
December 15

Health and immunization records due to Wellness Center
Last day to withdraw from Module 2 fall semester classes
Final examinations
Residence halls close at 5:00 p.m.
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IMPORTANT DATES – SPRING 2017
JANUARY
January 1

January 15
January 17
January 22
January 26
January 29

First installment of spring semester Monthly Payment Plan due (if
enrolled in the monthly payment plan)
Spring 2018 tuition due
Residence halls open
Spring semester classes begin
Spring Involvement Fair
Last day to add spring semester 16-week daytime classes
End of 100% tuition refund period
Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday (No day or evening classes)
$100 late fee tuition payment deadline
End of 90% tuition refund period
Last day to change residential meal plans
End of 50% tuition refund period

FEBRUARY
Feburary 14
February 17

$200 late fee tuition payment deadline
Last day to withdraw from Module 1 spring semester classes

January 2
January 7
January 8
January 11
January 13

MARCH
March 2
Residence halls close at 5:00 p.m.
March 4-11
Spring Break
March 11
Residence halls open at 10:00 a.m.
March 13
$300 late fee tuition payment deadline
March 30-April 1 Easter weeked (No traditional day classes)
March 31
Last day to drop spring semester calsses with an automatic “W”
APRIL
April 20
Honors Convocation (No classes after 1:05 p.m.)
April 21
Last day to withdraw from Module 2 spring semester classes
April 30- May 5 Final examinations
MAY
May 4
May 6

Residence halls close at 5:00 p.m.
Spring commencement
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DO I HAVE EVERYTHING SIGNED?
This checklist offers you a quick way to verify that you have returned all necessary
documentation, information, and payments. If you have any questions about these
forms, please contact the appropriate office.
General:
_____ FERPA Authorization for Release of Information form (allows university to
communicate with parents/guardians about student records, such as
academic, student accounts, and financial aid information)
NOTE: Students wishing to withhold directory information must contact the
Registrar’s Office prior to the first day of classes.
Questions: Contact Student Accounts at 630-844-5470 or the Registrar’s
Office at 630-844-5462
_____

Current immunization records
Questions: Contact the Wellness Center at 630-844-5434

Financial Aid:
_____

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

_____

An individualized list of forms that are required for a specific student can
be accessed in the “My Documents” section of that student’s WebAdvisor
account (2017-18 forms are available at
www.aurora.edu/admission/financialaid/forms/17-18)
Questions: Contact the Office of Financial Aid at 630-844-6190

Student Accounts:
_____

Fall semester tuition due by August 21, 2017

_____

Spring semester tuition due by January 2, 2018
Questions: Contact Student Accounts at 630-844-5470

Resident Students:
_____

$100 security deposit

_____

Residence hall contract
Questions: Contact Residence Life at 630-844-7881

Students with Vehicles:
_____

Parking permit application (can be completed online)
Questions: Contact Campus Public Safety at 630-844-6140
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NOTE: Students wishing to withhold directory information must contact the
Registrar’s Office prior to the first day of classes.
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GETTING STARTED AT AURORA UNIVERSITY
Banking
Students (especially students who plan to work on campus) are strongly
encouraged to have a local bank account. Automated teller machines (ATMs) are
located on the first floor of Dunham Hall and in the Spartan Spot (lower level of
Stephens Hall).
Books
The Bookstore is located on the first floor in Dunham Hall. The Bookstore offers
textbooks, school supplies, reference books, AU clothing and giftware (also
available online), consumer technology accessories, toiletries and other items. A
limited number of books are available for rent in the Bookstore. Students may also
visit the Bookstore website by clicking on “Bookstore” at the bottom of the AU
homepage. Other helpful information found on the website includes instructions for
textbook buyback, both in store & online, and the Bookstore’s hours of operation.
Book Vouchers
Students who have credit balances on their accounts are eligible to receive
Bookstore Vouchers up to the amount of their credit balances. Students may
request Bookstore Vouchers in the Student Accounts Office and use them for the
purchase of books and other supplies.
Class Schedule
Each incoming student should receive a copy of his/her schedule when registering
for classes for the first time with his/her academic advisor. At the start of each
term, students should access their schedules online through WebAdvisor, which can
be accessed via the Aurora University website. Viewing this updated version will
insure the locations of classes are accurate. A campus map is available at
www.aurora.edu/about/maps-directions to help identify class locations. A paper
copy of the map may also be obtained at the Registrar’s Office.
Emergency Text Messaging System
Aurora University maintains an emergency messaging system that will notify users
of class cancellations, severe weather, or other emergency situations affecting our
campuses. Students, parents, and community members can visit aurora.edu/alerts
to sign up to receive text messages and emails from the system. Notifications will
also be posted on aurora.edu and the university’s primary social media accounts
(facebook.com/aurorauniversity and twitter.com/aurorau).
ID Cards
All Aurora University students are required to have a University issued photo ID
card. Resident students will be provided their ID card when they check into their
residence halls at the start of the semester. Commuter students can obtain their ID
cards from the Campus Public Safety Department located at 1408 Sourhlawn
Place.
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Student IDs are valid for a student’s entire time at Aurora University and serve the
following purposes: Identification as a member of the Aurora University community;
for meals at AU dining locations; admittance into the main entrance of students’
residence halls; checking out books from the Charles B. Phillips Library.
Please note that a replacement fee is charged to those students who lose or
damage their cards. The fee, paid in advance to the Office of Student Accounts, is
$35 for Proximity/Access cards and $25 for basic ID cards. Issuance of a
replacement Proximity/Access card will only be done with approval from the
Office of Residence Life.
Internet Access and Email
If students choose to use a non-AU email address, such as Gmail or Yahoo, they can
auto-forward their AU email to their personal email addresses. For information on
how to do this, please contact the ITS Helpdesk at 630-844-5790 or
itshelp@aurora.edu. The student’s AU email account is the official method of
communication from the university.
Resident students have access to the internet in their rooms. Wireless access to the
internet is widely available in academic spaces, many public spaces, and all
residence halls.
Involvement Fair
Throughout the year, AU sponsors events that provide opportunities for students to
grow personally and intellectually, build a sense of self-worth, increase tolerance
for and appreciation of others, and develop social and ethical awareness and
responsibility. AU also encourages and promotes participation in student clubs and
organizations. All students are encouraged to participate in the fall semester
Involvement Fair on Thursday, August 31, 2017 at 11:30 a.m. on the Quad to
find out more about these opportunities.
Parking on Campus
Anyone parking a vehicle on campus must have a valid parking permit which is
available from the Campus Public Safety Department. The application for a
parking permit can be found on the Campus Public Safety website or obtained at
the Campus Public Safety Department located at 1408 Southlawn Place. Accessing
the application/registration on-line will help save time when obtaining the permit
from Campus Public Safety. An AU ID and Driver’s License are required to obtain a
permit. Parking permits are available year round. There is no charge to obtain a
parking permit.
Tuition Payment
Fall 2017 tuition is due on August 21, 2017. Spring 2018 tuition is due January
02, 2018. Students should have bills paid in full or have enrolled in the monthly
payment plan by these dates.
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GETTING STARTED FOR RESIDENT STUDENTS
Initial Housing Deposit and Refund Policy
Students assigned to the residence halls must sign a residence hall contract with
Aurora University. Each student must have a $100 housing deposit on file with the
university prior to receiving a room assignment. This deposit serves to reserve a
room and acts as a contingency deposit in the event of damage to university
property. The deposit is refundable once the student terminates occupancy and
follows all checkout procedures, minus any damages that may be charged to
him/her at that time, or in the event of an outstanding balance.
Housing Assignments
Fall semester room assignments and roommate information are emailed to students
in early July. Students entering for the Spring semester will receive this information
in late December/early January. Students may indicate roommate preferences on
their contract or by contacting the Office of Residence Life at 630-844-7881 or
reslife@aurora.edu. Roommate requests must be mutually made by all parties.
Roommate Expectations
Communication will be one of the keys to a successful roommate relationship. It is
recommended that roommates contact one another over the summer to begin
talking about their expectations around such topics as guests in the room, use of
personal property, etc. Upon move-in, residents have the opportunity to formalize
these expectations on a roommate agreement form with the Resident Assistant.
Check-in Procedures
Upon checking into a room in the residence halls, each student is given his/her room
key and a Room Condition Report (RCR). It is important to note, in detail, any
existing damage to the room on the RCR. When a student moves out of his/her
room, the check-in portion of the RCR will be compared to the condition of the
room at check-out, and any alterations/damages will be noted by the Residence
Life staff member completing the paperwork. At check-out, the resident is
responsible for the condition of his/her room, including University assigned
furniture. By signing the housing contract and the RCR, the student assumes
responsibility for the cost of repair, replacement, or cleaning of any item or part of
university housing that is damaged, modified, or destroyed.
Also at the time of check-in, the student is asked to complete an emergency contact
card. It is important that information included on the emergency contact card be
accurate and thorough. The information is used in cases of emergency. Students
also will be given the option to register a contact person to be notified in the event
the student has been missing for 24 hours or more.
What to Bring
Each student should consider his/her residence hall room to be his/her home away
from home; residents are encouraged to personalize their spaces. Items to bring
may include pictures of family and friends, a personal computer, TV/DVD, stereo,
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MP3 player, desk lamp, a refrigerator which is 4.0 cubic feet or smaller, a
microwave oven that uses no more than 700 watts, multiple strip outlets (must be
fused with at least 14 gauge wire and a grounded cord), extra long twin size bed
linens, and pillows. Roommates are strongly encouraged to talk with each other
about sharing large items such as televisions and refrigerators.
What Not to Bring
To prevent fires in the residence hall rooms, the following items are NOT permitted:
hazardous electrical appliances, including but not limited to any appliances with
open heating elements, space heaters, air conditioners, waterbeds, halogen lamps,
cooking appliances, George Foreman grills, incandescent lights, concealed
extension cords, or multiple outlet (octopus) adapters. Other restricted items are
candles, incense, and other materials that are designed to burn. Flammable,
caustic, poisonous and/or toxic chemicals also are prohibited.
Additionally, the following are not allowed: firearms, weapons, and/or related
paraphernalia; dangerous instruments; animals or pets, with the exception of
certified service animals*, emotional support animals* (*approved on a case by
case basis through the Disability Resource Office) and fish in aquariums 10 gallons
or under; alcohol; illegal drugs and/or related paraphernalia. For additional
details regarding prohibited items, please refer to the A-Book, the Aurora
University Student Handbook found at:
http://www.aurora.edu/academics/resources/abook.html#axzz42G9m5sas
Approximate Room Sizes
Jenks Hall
• Double: 16’6” x 9’9”
• Standard Suite: 14’6” x 11’6” (main), 11’6” x 7’ (bedrooms)
• Deluxe Suite: 12’6” x 12’6” (bedrooms)
Memorial Hall
• Double: 16.5’ x 9.5’ (double)
Davis Hall
• Single: 10’5” x 12’
• Double: 12’7” x 18’5” to 14’10” x 16’8”
Watkins Hall
• Suite: 15’ x 9’ (all rooms)
• Double: 14’ x 11.5’
Wilkinson Hall
• Single: 12’ x 10’
• Quad: 22’8” x 13’6”
Centennial Hall
• Double: 13’6” x 17’
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GETTING STARTED FOR STUDENT-ATHLETES
The following is a list of items that need to be completed prior to participation in
any intercollegiate athletically related event. To get more information about this
checklist please visit athletics.aurora.edu/participate.
1.

Aurora University Pre-participation Intercollegiate Physical Exam (Completed
after June 1 and performed by a medical doctor)
2. Proof of current health insurance that covers intercollegiate injuries
3. HIPAA/FERPA Release of Information Form
4. Sickle Cell Waiver Form
5. NCAA Concussion Waiver
6. Health History Form
7. Assumption of Risk Waiver
8. NCAA Student-Athlete Statement
9. AU Drug Testing Consent
10. AU Code of Conduct
11. AU Bio Information
*For items 1-7 on the above checklist, all incoming student-athletes will receive an
email from the athletic training staff outlining AU Athletics' pre-participation
paperwork process. This email contains a username and password for ATS, our
online injury tracking/medical record system. All of the forms and information
below can be accessed through that website. Any questions can be directed to
Nicole Pieart, ATC, Assistant Athletic Director for Student-Athlete Wellbeing
at npieart@aurora.edu.
*For items 8-10, students will receive an email from Heather Reinke, Assistant
Athletic Director for Compliance and Student Development, with instructions on how
to complete these forms. Any questions can be directed to Heather
at hreinke@aurora.edu or 630-844-7567.
*For item 11, students will complete the form at athletics.aurora.edu/participate.
All forms need to be completed by August 1, 2017.
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CAMPUS MAP
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