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been a standout in the triple jump
and in sprints.  Our captains Jessie
Gonzalez and Lyndsey Todd 
will play big roles in providing
leadership to our young team,”
added Kluckhohn.

Men’s Tennis:
Poised for Success

The 2004 Aurora University
men’s tennis team looks poised for
success following an 0-8 record 
in the 2003 season.  The Spartans
enter the third season under the
direction of Head Coach Jessi
Laffey.  The Spartans return top
performers from last season,
junior captain Shawn Muskovin
and sophomore Mark Chayka.
Top newcomers include transfer
David McKim and freshmen Cole
Guetschow and Jeremy Stepien.    

The Aurora area is well known
for its quality tennis resources
with AU players having access to
outdoor lighted courts as well as
indoor facilities.  The 2004
schedule includes the Northern
Illinois-Iowa Conference season
and two highly competitive
invitational tournaments.  The AU
men’s tennis team is poised and
ready to bring AU back to winning
ways.

Men’s Golf:
Focusing on the Success

The upcoming season marks 
the second year of focusing the
competition to the spring season
and the second year with a new
coach.  There is a real healthy mix
of returning players and new golfers
to give AU additional
competitiveness.  The fall 
non-traditional season provided
improved scoring from a year ago
which bodes well for the spring.  

Returning leadership for AU 
is at the hands of junior Adam
Eggleston, who competed last year
and has worked hard over the 
off-season to sharpen his game.
Eggleston also represents the team 
on the Student Athletic Advisory
Committee.  Sophomores Andy
Lindo, Brett Nelson, and Adam
Tallman are back with strong
contributions this year as well.

The addition of two junior
college transfers, Tim Wirth 
(AU Team Captain) and Chase
Micenheimer, give a combination
of strong golfing expertise and
upperclassmen leadership 
to a fairly young squad.  

There is also a strong freshman
class with the addition of Matt
Brandt, Andrew Jackson, and James
Trainor.  They showed strong efforts
in the fall and we’ll be looking
forward to great scores from them
in the spring season.

The team will be headed for
Alabama over spring break to
compete in the ICC Tournament as
the official start of the spring
schedule.  The short season will
include invitationals at Eureka,
Elmhurst, Millikin, and St. Francis
and will culminate in the
conference tournament at El Paso
GC against Clarke, Benedictine,
Eureka, and Rockford.  AU has
greatly improved prospects to
improve on last year’s performance
in these events.

2004 
Men’s Tennis Schedule

Head Coach: Jessi Laffey

DATE OPPONENT TIME
SUN, MAR. 21 LAKE FOREST COLLEGE 9 A.M.
SUN, MAR. 21 ST. JOSEPH UNIVERSITY 2:30 P.M.
Fri-Sat, Mar. 26-27 Jack Schwartz Invite (Deerfield, IL) TBA

vs. Wheaton, Carthage, St. Francis
Sun, Mar. 28 University of Chicago 12 p.m.
Tue, Mar. 30 *Concordia University 3 p.m.
Sat, Apr. 3 *Clarke College 11 a.m.
SUN, APR. 4 MILWAUKEE SCHOOL 

OF ENGINEERING 11 A.M.
TUE, APR. 6 *ROCKFORD COLLEGE 3 P.M.
THU, APR. 8 ELMHURST COLLEGE 3 P.M.
SAT, APR. 17 *EUREKA COLLEGE 9 A.M.
SAT, APR. 17 MONMOUTH COLLEGE 1 P.M.
Thu, Apr. 22 *Dominican University 3:30 p.m
Fri, Apr. 30 *NIIC Tournament (Concordia Univ) 8 a.m.
Sat, May 1 *NIIC Tournament (Concordia Univ) 8 a.m.

*Denotes Northern Illinois-Iowa Conference match
All Home matches in BOLD CAPS
All Home matches are held at West Aurora HS except Rockford 

2004 
Men’s Golf Schedule

Head Coach: John Donofrio

DATE OPPONENT COURSE TIME
Thur-Sat, 
Mar. 18-20 ICC Tournament Scottsboro, AL TBA
Fri, Mar. 26 Eureka College Invite El Paso 12:30 p.m.
Sat, Mar. 27 Eureka College Invite El Paso 9 a.m.
Sat, Apr. 3 Elmhurst College Invite  Oak Brook 10:30 a.m.
Fri, Apr. 16 Millikin University Invite Hickory Point 12:30 p.m.
Sat, Apr. 17 Millikin University Invite Hickory Point 9 a.m.
Tue, Apr. 20 St. Francis Invitational Wedgewood 9 a.m.
Sat, Apr 24 NIIC Tournament @Eureka El Paso 9 a.m.
Sun, Apr 25 NIIC Tournament @Eureka El Paso 9 a.m. 

which is held at Washington MS



Baseball:
The Tradition Continues

The Aurora University baseball
team enters its second season
under the leadership of Head
Coach Shaun Neitzel, who enters
his seventh season with 
the baseball program.  

During Neitzel’s tenure with
the program as both head coach
and as an assistant coach, AU 
has posted a sparkling 228-70-3
overall record.  

The Spartans finished 
25-16-2 in 2003, and advanced 
to the championship game of 
the NIIC Conference Baseball
Tournament.  The Spartans lost
only two starting position players
from last year’s team that finished
third in the nation in batting 

with a .363 average, and led the
country in doubles per game 
at 2.74 (118 total).  They also
return an experienced pitching
staff, losing only one pitcher who
pitched significant innings during
the 2003 campaign.  

With the addition of some
quality freshmen, the Spartans 
are poised for a run at both 
the Northern Illinois-Iowa
Conference title, as well as a berth
in the NCAA Division III playoffs.
The Spartan’s tradition in baseball
continues as they have won 18 of
the past 20 NIIC titles, and have
received 14 NCAA Tournament
bids since 1987, including four
NCAA Division III World Series
appearances.  The Spartans
finished second in the 1990
World Series and fourth in 1998.

The Infield
The 2004 Spartans are built

around a deep and talented 
infield, led by junior captains 
first baseman Brian Chelgren
(Thornwood HS) and third
baseman Brian Brandenburg
(Batavia HS).  Chelgren, a 2002
Second-Team All-Region and All-
Conference performer, missed
most of the 2003 season due to
injury.  Brandenburg, a three-year
starter for the Spartans at third
base, was named NIIC Honorable
Mention All-Conference as a
sophomore when he hit .387 with
5 HRs, 42 RBIs, and an .866
fielding percentage.  

Providing quality depth at first
base will be sophomore Nick
Weber (West Aurora HS), who
filled in for Chelgren midway
through the 2003 campaign 
and hit .336 with 2 HRs, 36 RBIs,
and a .996 fielding percentage.
Competing for playing time at
second base will be junior transfer
Kevin Morris (College of DuPage);
senior J.R. Veliz (Waubonsee CC),
who returns after taking a year off;
and sophomore Ryan Brooks
(Plainfield HS).  

Manning the shortstop
position will be sophomore 
Aaron Thor (Guilford HS). As 
a freshman, Thor hit .391 with 
5 HRs, 36 RBIs, and 13 doubles.
Backing up Thor at shortstop 
will be seniors Steve Schrader
(Glenbard East HS) and Dan
Gregory (Elgin CC).  
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Providing quality depth
behind Brandenburg at third base
will be freshman Ryan Losacco
(Bartlett HS) and senior Chris
McVey (Providence HS).  

Others vying for action in the
infield will be sophomore first
baseman Chad Turrell (Bradley
Bourbonnais HS), freshman
second baseman John Paul
Baunach (Hinckley-Big Rock HS),
and freshman second baseman
Jason Losciale (Oswego HS).

“Aaron Thor and Brian
Brandenburg will pair up on the
left side to be a solid tandem at
shortstop and third base.  Getting
Brian Chelgren back will be a
huge lift for us both offensively
and defensively, while Nick Weber
played well in his absence last
year.  One of the question marks
will be at second base.  All three
contenders (Veliz, Morris, and
Brooks) bring something different
to the table.  It will be interesting
to see how that develops
throughout the season,”
commented Neitzel.

The Outfield
The 2004 Spartans will look 

to their outfield to provide
strength and leadership.  Senior
captain Jason Smith (Richards
HS) returns following a 2003
campaign in which he was named
First-Team All-Central Region and
NIIC All-Conference.  On the
year, Smith hit .421 with 6 triples,
13 doubles, and 72 hits.  Junior
Jay Lavender (Oswego HS) returns
after being named Second Team
All-Central Region and NIIC All-
Conference.  Lavender hit .375,
with 5 HRs, 5 triples, 15 doubles,
and a team-high 51 RBIs.  

Sophomore John Hopkins
(Lockport HS) looks to roam
centerfield for the Spartans,
following his freshman year 
when he hit .363 and was 
10-of-12 in stolen bases.  Junior

Blake Whitney (Richards HS) 
and freshman Jay Zimmerman
(Plainfield HS) will add quality
depth in the outfield and off the
bench as pinch hitters.
Sophomores Steve Ogan (Dixon
HS) and Nick Haines (North
Muskegon HS) and freshman 
Jeff Brummel will compete for
playing time in the outfield as
well.

“Jason Smith and John
Hopkins are the catalyst of our
team at the top of our lineup.  
Jay Lavender will be a middle-of-
the-order guy who should drive 
in a bunch of runs.  All three
players are excellent defenders
with above-average arms.  Blake
Whitney and Jay Zimmerman 
are both right behind and capable
of starting for us.  Our outfield
depth is definitely one of our
strengths,” said Neitzel.  

Behind the Plate
The catching position will be

placed in the hands of a young
but experienced returning
sophomore starter, Chris Forbes
(Glenbard East HS), who hit .358
with 1 HR and 27 RBIs. Providing
quality catching depth and
battling for playing time will 
be four freshmen: Zach DeGrush
(Morris HS), Russell Summers
(Springfield HS), Mike Plachetka
(Yorkville HS), and Mike Novak
(Shepard HS).  

Said Neitzel, “Our catching
core has been the biggest upgrade
from a year ago.  We brought in
four quality freshmen who give 
us much-needed depth behind
the plate.”

On the Hill
AU’s commitment to

excellence will begin once again
on the mound.  The 2004
pitching staff is deep and talented
from top to bottom.  Returning 
to lead the Spartan staff will be

senior captain Rob Fontana (3-1,
5.43, 44 Ks, Jacobs HS), senior
Jeff Salzmann (4-0, 4.44, 38 Ks,
Burlington Central HS), and
senior Chris Olson (2-2, 6.41, 22
Ks, Lake Park HS).  Providing
experience and quality depth for
the Spartans will be sophomore
Adam Hutten (6-1, 2.86, 45 Ks,
Lockport HS) and junior George
Creviston (3-2, 6.02, 41 Ks,
Guilford HS).  

Other returners and
newcomers looking for innings
will be juniors Mike Gunter
(Yorkville HS) and Anthony
Ermitage (St. Joseph HS);
sophomore Spencer Gallien
(Maine West HS); and freshmen
Joel Rodriquez (Lyons Township
HS), Ryan Baird (Streamwood
HS), Ryan Fair (Plainfield HS),
Jonathan Turek (Glenbard East
HS), Mike Bozek (Lyons
Township HS), Ryan Koper
(Bartlett HS), and Dan Ermitage
(St. Joseph HS).  

“The pitching staff is a mix 
of some seasoned veterans and
talented newcomers who must

2004 Baseball 
Varsity Schedule

Head Coach: Shaun Neitzel

DATE OPPONENT TIME
Sat-Sat, Mar. 13-20 @Gene Cusic Collegiate Classic TBA
Sat, Mar. 13 Hope College (2) 4 p.m. & 7 p.m.
Sun, Mar. 14 Denison University (2) 4 p.m. & 7 p.m.
Tue, Mar. 16 Dickinson College 9 a.m.
Tue, Mar. 16 Plattsburgh State University 12 p.m.
Wed, Mar. 17 SUNY Brockport (2) 12 p.m. & 4 p.m.
Fri, Mar. 19 Clarkson University (2) 12 p.m. & 4 p.m.
Sat, Mar 20 Augsburg College (2) 9 a.m. & 12 p.m.
SAT, MAR. 27 *EUREKA COLLEGE (2) 12 P.M.
Sun, Mar. 28 *Eureka College 1 p.m.
TUE, MAR. 30 *BENEDICTINE UNIVERSITY 3 P.M.
Wed, Mar. 31 North Central College 3 p.m.
Sat, Apr. 3 *Concordia (IL) University (2) 12 p.m.
SUN, APR. 4 *CONCORDIA (IL) UNIVERSITY 1 P.M.
Wed, Apr. 7 *Benedictine University (@Aurora) 3 p.m.
Fri, Apr. 9 *Rockford College 2 p.m.
SAT, APR. 10 *ROCKFORD COLLEGE (2) 12 P.M.
TUE, APR. 13 *BENEDICTINE UNIVERSITY 3 P.M.
Sat, Apr. 17 *Clarke College (2) 1 p.m.
SUN, APR. 18 *CLARKE COLLEGE 1 P.M.
TUE, APR. 20 CARTHAGE COLLEGE 3 P.M.
SAT, APR. 24 UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO (2) 12 P.M.
Sun, Apr. 25 Concordia (WI) University (2) 1 p.m.
TUE, APR. 27 ILLINOIS COLLEGE 3 P.M.
Wed, Apr. 28 MacMurray College 3 p.m.
Sat, May 1 *Dominican University (2) 12 p.m.
SUN, MAY 2 *DOMINICAN UNIVERSITY 1 P.M.
TUE, MAY 4 NORTH PARK UNIVERSITY 3 P.M.
Fri-Sat, May 7 – May 8 NIIC Tournament @ Concordia Univ.  TBA

*Denotes Northern Illinois-Iowa Conference (NIIC) Game
Home games are printed in BOLD CAPS.



gain experience as the season goes
on.  As a staff, we have to throw
better than we did one year ago
and we will go as far as this group
will allow us to this season,” says
Neitzel.

The Spartans hope to continue
the tradition of being a national
contender with their tough pre-
conference schedule.  The start of
the season has the Spartans
traveling to the Gene Cusic Classic
in Ft. Myers, FL.  The Florida trip
has AU playing several tough top
20 nationally ranked opponents.

Softball:
A New Era

The Aurora University softball
team has three position players
and three pitchers returning from
the 21-18-1 campaign in 2003.
The Spartans finished 11-1 in 
the Northern Illinois-Iowa
Conference and regular season
conference champions, and
second in the post-season
tournament.

Head Coach Mike McKenzie
enters his first season at the helm
of the Spartan softball program.
“I am excited about the returning
players, as well as some of the
talented transfers and freshmen
we have,” McKenzie stated.  

Top Returnees
Leading the top returnees are

senior first baseman Haley
Zimmerman and sophomore
catchers Melissa Rousse and Tara
Zito.  Zimmerman is a two-year
starter who hit .319 for last year’s
Spartans and was named NIIC All-
Conference.  Rousse was named
2003 Great Lakes Third Team All-
Region, NIIC All-Conference, and
led the team with a .395 batting
average with 15 doubles and 31
RBI. Zito is a very versatile player
who hit .282 and led the team in
runs scored with 26.  

Other returnees who will
compete for playing time are
junior Nikki Petersohn (IF),
sophomore Zuri Quiles (IF/OF),
and sophomore Megan Dhom
(OF).

The Spartan’s top returning
pitcher, sophomore Elizabeth
Parker, went 9-5 with 100 innings
pitched in 2003 and was named
NIIC All-Conference.  Senior
Tiffany Paddock and sophomore
Brandy Ward return following
2003 campaigns in which
Paddock went 2-5 with 56
innings pitched, and Ward went
6-6 with 55 innings pitched.
“Our main goals are to drastically
lower our team earned run
average as a pitching staff from
last season (3.82) and defensively
improve on our errors (86),” 
said McKenzie.

Key Additions
The addition of three key

transfers will also add quality
experience to the 2004 Spartans.
Taylor Petersen (P/3B), Beth
Nyhlen (SS/2B), and Kristy Vetter
(OF/2B) all come into the
Spartan program after playing two
years of college softball in quality
programs.  

Petersen comes to the
Spartans after spending the last
two seasons at Syracuse University

where she was in the top five 
of numerous pitching records.
Nyhlen and Vetter come in after
spending the last two seasons at
College of DuPage where they
gained national tournament
experience.  

“Taylor has pitched some key
innings at a high-level Division I
program and also adds an
excellent bat to the line-up.  Beth
and Kristy were both key players
on very good COD teams and add
quality offense and defense to the
team,” said McKenzie.    

The freshman class provides
some excellent versatility for
McKenzie.  Jen Spoden, Nicole
Collins, Caryssa Douglas, and
Susan Reinheimer all have the
ability to play and compete at 
several positions in both the
infield and the outfield.  

McKenzie added, “Spoden,
Collins, Douglas, and Reinheimer
all having the ability to play
several different positions, and
will be key for us throughout 
the season.”  

Other freshmen that will
compete for playing time are

Senior First Baseman Haley Zimmerman

2004 Softball
Schedule

Head Coach: Mike McKenzie • Assistant Coach: Kip Daniels

DATE OPPONENT TIME
Sat-Sat, Mar. 13-20 @Gene Cusic Collegiate Classic
Sun, Mar. 14 vs. Smith College 9 a.m.
Sun, Mar. 14 vs. Defiance 11 a.m.
Mon, Mar. 15 vs. Edgewood 4 p.m.
Mon, Mar 15 vs. Richard Stockton 6 p.m.
Tue, Mar. 16 vs. College of Wooster 11 a.m.
Tue, Mar. 16 vs. Westfield 3 p.m.
Thu, Mar. 18 vs. Western New England 11 a.m.
Thu, Mar. 18 vs. Fitchburg 4 p.m.
Fri, Mar. 19 vs. New England College 9 a.m.
Fri, Mar. 19 vs. Dickinson College 1 p.m.
TUE, MAR. 23 WHEATON COLLEGE (2) 2 P.M.
WED, MAR. 24 MONMOUTH COLLEGE (2) 3 P.M.
Sat, Mar. 27 Olivet Nazarene @ Springfield, IL 11 a.m.

Robert Morris College 
@ Springfield, IL 1:30 p.m.

WED, MAR. 31 *ROCKFORD COLLEGE (2) 3 P.M.
Sat, Apr. 3 *Eureka College (2) 1 p.m.
Wed, Apr. 7 *Dominican University (2) 3 p.m.
Thu, Apr. 8 North Central College (2) 3 p.m.
Fri, Apr. 9 Judson College (2) 1 p.m.
WED, APR. 14 LAKE FOREST COLLEGE (2) 3 P.M.
Thu, Apr. 15 Carthage College (2) 3 p.m.
Sat, Apr. 17 *Concordia (IL) University (2) 1 p.m.
MON, APR. 19 UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO (2) 3 P.M.
WED, APR. 21 *BENEDICTINE UNIVERSITY (2) 3 P.M.
SAT, APR. 24 *CLARKE COLLEGE (2) 1 P.M.
MON, APR. 26 ELMHURST COLLEGE (2) 3 P.M.
Fri-Sat, Apr. 30-May 1 NIIC Tournament @ Rockford College TBA
Fri-Mon, Apr 7-10 NCAA Regional Championships TBA
Fri-Tues, Apr. 14-18 NCAA National Championships TBA 

*Denotes Northern Illinois-Iowa Conference (NIIC) Game
All times listed are Central Time Zone
Home games are printed in BOLD CAPS.



catchers Jackie Stadter and Nicole
Johnson, outfielders Lindsay
Janssen and Amanda Medina,
infielder Leann Misewicz, and
pitcher Andrea Fox.

The Schedule
As always, the 2004 spring

trip to Fort Myers, FL, will be a
very competitive schedule to test
the Spartans early, including 2003
Division III World Series
participant Western New England
College.  Said McKenzie, “We play
a tough non-conference schedule
in Florida and, once we return
back up north, the NIIC will be a
tough competitive battle as well.
The key will be how quickly our
inexperienced players adapt to
their roles.  Our quality pitching
depth will also be a huge factor to
our success.”  

Men’s Basketball:
Conference Champions

The Aurora University men’s
basketball team finished the
2003-2004 season 19-8, 10-2, and
NIIC regular season conference
champions.  This season was the
first time the Spartans have won
the NIIC crown since the 1997-
1998 campaign.  Over the past
four seasons, the Spartans are a
combined 41-4 at home. 

James Lancaster improved his
career record as the men’s head
coach at AU to 176-83. Overall
at AU, Lancaster is 234-125.
Lancaster was honored by his
fellow NIIC coaches as the 2003-
2004 NIIC Coach of the Year, his
fourth time receiving such 
an honor.

Leading the charge for the
Spartans was junior guard Adam
McCoy (St. Teresa HS).  On the
season, McCoy, named NIIC All-
Conference, led the team
averaging 15.2 points per game
and shot 37.6 percent from three-
point range.  Senior forward

Andre Meeks (East Aurora HS),
named NIIC Honorable Mention
All-Conference, averaged 11.7
points and 7.7 rebounds per
contest. Other key contributors
for the season include junior
guard Drew Gronau (Streamwood
HS), NIIC All-Conference,
averaged 10.4 points and led the
team with 3.5 assists per game,
while Terrell Watkins (Proviso
West HS), NIIC All-Conference,
averaged 10.4 points and a team-
high 7.8 rebounds per game.

The Spartan’s season ended
when conference rival Benedictine
University upset them in the
conference tournament
championship game 74-70.  The
Spartans defeated Clarke College
(70-65) in the semi-final match-
up to advance to their second
straight NIIC tournament
championship game.   

Women’s Basketball:
NCAA Bound

The 2003-2004 Aurora
University women’s basketball
team concluded the season with a
record of 11-18, 7-5, finishing in
third place in the NIIC regular
season.  For the second time in
three years, the Spartans advanced
to the NCAA Division III

Women’s National Tournament.  
The Spartans defeated Eureka
College (57-40) at home and
both Rockford College (48-46)
and Benedictine University (62-
53) on the road to give them the
conference tournament title and
the automatic berth in the NCAA
Division III Tournament.  

The Spartans fell in the first
round of the NCAA tournament
88-44 at DePauw University in
Greencastle, IN.  After starting 
the season 1-13, the Spartans
turned it around, finishing 10-5 
in their last 15 games.

Leading the way for the
Spartans was freshman guard
Beth Plucinski (Vernon Hills HS).
Named NIIC All-Conference, she
led the team averaging 12.6
points, 4.2 assists and, 1.66 steals
per game.  Senior forward Tina
Brooks (Streamwood HS), also
named NIIC All-Conference, had
an impressive season for the
Spartans.  The senior captain
helped the Spartan charge
averaging 10.8 points, 5.4
rebounds, and 1.9 blocks a
contest.  Freshman forward
Courtney Lillard (Danville HS),
NIIC Honorable Mention All-
Conference, averaged 6.4 points
and a team high 5.9 rebounds a
game for the Spartans coming 
off the bench.

Senior Forward Andre Meeks

Senior Forward Tina Brooks



Men’s Track:
Building Blocks

The spring of 2004 brings a
new face to the Aurora University
campus.  Beginning its first season
as a sanctioned sport under the
direction of Head Coach James
Kluckhohn, men’s track looks to
get a quick start out of the blocks.

In the early years of the
program’s development, the focus
will be primarily on middle
distance and sprint events with
some emphasis on specific field
events like shot put, discus, and
long and triple jump.  Each of the
next couple years, the track and
field events will incorporate more
field events and develop better
depth in the running events.  
“I want to see a balanced team
develop across the running and
field events in the next few years,”
said Kluckhohn.

Kluckhohn plans to build a
successful, nationally recognized
Division III track team with a
strong foundation of athletes
already on the AU campus.  

Kluckhohn added, “We have
several individuals who can
compete in our conference and
against other NCAA Division III
institutions.”  The Spartans will

focus on working hard and
establishing good training and
competition habits that will 
build a strong foundation for
future teams.  

Kluckhohn and the Spartan
track program will look to a core
of nine athletes, one sophomore
and eight freshman.  “Our two
captains, Saul Bustamante and
Austin Deer, will play big roles
competitively and provide
leadership for the team,”
Kluckhohn said.  Bustamante will
compete in the 800 meter and
middle distance events, while
Deer will handle sprints and the
high jump for the Spartans.
Freshman Danny Mackinson
looks to succeed in the long 
jump and sprints.

Women’s Track:
A New Look

The Aurora University
campus has another new look in
the spring of 2004.  Beginning its 
first season as a sanctioned sport
under the direction of Head
Coach James Kluckhohn,
women’s track looks to get a
quick start out of the blocks.  

Like their male counterparts,
the women, in the early years of
the programs development, will
focus primarily on middle
distance and sprint events with
some emphasis on specific field
events like shot put, discus, and
long and triple jump.  Over the
next few years, the track and field
events will incorporate more field
events and develop better depth
in the running events.  

“The indoor season showed
our strengths to be the shot put
and triple jump, although I have
seen our running events improve
significantly the past few weeks,”
said Kluckhohn.

Kluckhohn plans to build 
a successful, nationally recognized
Division III track team with a

strong foundation of athletes
already on the AU campus.
“Several athletes will be
competitive in the conference 
and also against other NCAA
Division III institutions,”
commented Kluckhohn.

Kluckhohn and the Spartan
track program will look to a core
of nine athletes, one sophomore
and eight freshman.  Several
Spartans have stood out with 
their performances in the indoor
season.  

“Freshman Julia Eggert has
thrown the shot very
competitively and will add the
discus once we get outside.
Sophomore Alesha Brown has

2004 Men’s and Women’s 
Track & Field

Head Coach: James Kluckhohn

OUTDOOR SEASON
DATE/DAY MEET LOCATION TIME
Sat, Mar. 27 Concordia Invitational River Forest, IL 11 a.m.
Sat, Apr. 3 Elmhurst Invitational Elmhurst, IL 10 a.m.
Fri-Sat, Apr. 9-10 Chicagoland Championships Naperville, IL TBA
Sat, Apr. 17 Millikin Invitational Decatur, IL 11 a.m.
Fri, Apr. 23 North Central Invitational Naperville, IL TBA
Fri, Apr. 30 NIIC Invitational River Forest, IL TBA
Fri, May 14 De. Keeler Invitational Naperville, IL 3 p.m.
Fri, May 21 North Central College 

Invitational Naperville, IL 3 p.m.
Thur-Sat, NCAA DIII National 
May 27-29 Championships Decatur, IL TBA

Sophomore Alesha Brown

Freshman Aaron Smith


