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Team Names, Titles, Roles

• Dr. Aubrey Brammar Southall, Aurora University – Contributor
• Uma Harijith, Aurora University math faculty – Contributor
• Lois Marquardt-Casper, Elgin Community College – Contributor
• Ginny Mezo, West Aurora High School – Team Leader
• Sarah Scanlin, East Aurora High School – Contributor
• Sandy Scott, West Aurora High School – Writer
• Cassie Winchell, West Aurora High School – Reporter



Problem Selection and Approach



Key Problem

• Stopping the leak: how to catch students up and fill in the 
gaps from interrupted schooling, as well as challenge 
students with more prior knowledge.



Approach

• Address the issue of interrupted schooling by 
implementing strategies to catch students up.

• Ensure that parents understand school expectations and 
procedures.



Strategies and Implementation



Strategies and Implementation

• Develop pre-assessments for various classes.
• Communicate expectations to parents.

– Example: Provide magnets with school contact information and 
definitions of excused and unexcused absences.

• Develop videos of classes for students who miss school.
• Create flowcharts to streamline strategies for addressing 

the issue.



Supporting Materials
• The Relationship Between Absenteeism and High School 

Graduation Rates
– Infographic
– Article

• Every Student Present: Troubleshooting Reasons for 
Nonattendance

• Fordham Institute: Filling the Gaps
• PowerSchool: Attendance Intervention Tools
• Attendance Works: 3 Tiers of Intervention
• Attendance Works: Handouts for Families

https://www.fondafultonvilleschools.org/academics/attendance-and-academic-performance/
https://www.parenttoday.org/if-youre-not-in-school-youre-not-learning/
https://www.everystudentpresent.org/
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/commentary/when-it-comes-catching-kids-lets-stop-generalities
https://www.powerschool.com/operations/communication-tools/attendance-intervention/?_bk=absenteeism%20in%20class&_bt=667729453635&_bm=p&_bn=g&_bg=157591439488&cq_plac=&cq_net=g&cq_pos=&cq_med=&cq_plt=gp&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwyJqzBhBaEiwAWDRJVLx3Z6ao6iWdUBlZb7zfAKOKwiflyhULXkQjWUBZ4pfKoBhGQYHeaBoC0X8QAvD_BwE
https://www.attendanceworks.org/chronic-absence/addressing-chronic-absence/3-tiers-of-intervention/
https://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/handouts-for-families-2/

