Frequently Asked Questions about Pre-Teaching

1. Who is required to pre-teach?

The course, EDU 2900, is offered to secondary education undergraduate students who have expressed an interest in becoming a teacher. The course is designed to allow the teacher candidate to experience the inner working of a school setting from the teacher perspective. 

2. When should I apply for a pre-teaching placement? 

The teacher candidate should apply for their placement one year before the semester that they want to complete the course. 

For Fall semester, applications are due November 15th
Example:  Placement desired for Fall semester, 2010— applications due November 15, 2009. 

For Spring semester, applications are due January 30th
Example:  Placement desired for Spring semester, 2011, applications are due January 30, 2010

3. Are there requirements to be eligible to pre-teach?

The requirements are:

· Applied for Admission to the College of Education (includes application, payment for Criminal Background and National Sex Offender Checks)

· Overall GPA of 2.75 or higher and GPA of 3.0 or higher in your content area

Both your pre-teaching application and College of Education Admission application may be submitted at the same time. Do not wait to be fully admitted into the College of Education to turn in your pre-teaching application or you could be too late for the semester you need. 

4. Where do I find the application forms?

The application is located on the Aurora University website at:


http://www.aurora.edu/education/forms.htm
The site is called Field Experience applications. 

5. Can I apply to complete pre-teaching in any semester?

Yes, pre-teaching is available in the Fall or Spring semesters. However, if you want to complete a dual placement, which is both pre-teaching and methods, you must select the Fall semester only. 

6. Can I take my pre-teaching and methods field experiences at the same time?

Yes, this is called a dual placement.  There is a special application for the dual placement.

 Please be aware that you will need to be able to spend 100 hours in your school placement site over the 16-week semester.

7. Who can help me answer questions about completing the application form?

There are two staff people in the Office of Field Experiences to answer any questions about the application. They are:

· Cindi Willman, Clinical Placement Coordinator, 630-844-4642, cwillman@aurora.edu
· Heather Gillette, Clinical Placement Assistant, 630-844-3824, hgillett@aurora.edu
8. Where do I send my completed application?

Applications are to be attached to an email sent to:


coefield@aurora.edu

Applications are only accepted by email as attachments. 

           NO PAPER COPIES WILL BE ACCEPTED!

9. Do I need to find my own placement ?

No, you are not allowed to seek your own placement. The Aurora University and school districts have agreements that specifically prohibit teacher candidates from arranging their own placements. Teacher candidates who try to seek their own placement may be denied a placement. 

10.How will I be notified of my placement?

You will receive an email notice on your Aurora University email account. Notices are sent out the end of April for Fall semester placements and the end of November for Spring semester placements. This notice will inform you that we have received your application and a placement is being arranged for you. It will not say the exact placement. The notice will tell you the date of the orientation meeting in which you will be given the contact information for your cooperating teacher and school.

11.Why am I not given my placement information at an earlier time?

The Office of Field Experiences wants to be able to explain the parameters of your experience prior to contacting your cooperating teacher. This ensures that the cooperating teacher or teacher candidate do not agree to a schedule that is not permitted. Some teacher candidates may be informed of their placement by the cooperating teacher, because the teacher has requested the teacher candidate be interviewed before the placement is confirmed.

12. How is my placement determined?

The Aurora University has established agreements with school districts in the area. These schools are considered for placements first. Other considerations are the quality experiences offered by the school, the availability of university supervisors. 

13. May I appeal my placement?

Yes, there is an appeal process. You can access the appeal process information at: https://www.aurora.edu/education/forms.

There is a limited amount of time to appeal your placement.

14. Will transportation be provided?

No, you must have your own transportation to the school site or make arrangements to get to your school site. Every attempt is made for those living in the dormitories to have sites that are close to transportation. 

15. Where can I get more information about the pre-teaching field experience?

You can go to Moodle located on the AU website. You will need an AU email address to access Moodle. The direct address to Moodle is: http://apollo.aurora.edu/moodle/.

The name of the Information Board is: EDU Field Experiences Information Board. 

There is no access key to this board. By enrolling on this information board, you will be alerted through email of any important information regarding your pre-teaching course. At this site, you can also view the manual for this experience.

