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This fall semester has seen many surprises anktobak. These various twists and turns have re-

minded all of us of the importance of planning ahaad working together.

As we enter the month of Thanksgiving, we in thécefof Financial Aid want to express our appre-

ciation to all of the students, parents, facultyd ataff who pulled together to show their support

the restoration of the Spring 2010 MAP Grant fugdikloving forward, it is important that we all

continue contacting our State legislature to adiefa the continued future of MAP. The story and

pictures in “Saving MAP” illustrate how this isshas affected students not only on a personal level Understanding MAF
but also by uniting students from across the stagdfect change and influence the course of iwein

futures.

With the current status of the economy impactingrgene in one way or another, we felt that it would

be helpful for this issue of tHénancial Aid Newsletteto focus on ways to find additional financial Photos from the

aid resources and ways to stretch those resolReasl the “Scholarship Corner” to find the many October 15 MAP
ways the Office of Financial Aid provides inforn@tiregarding outside scholarship opportunities Rally in Springfield,
while avoiding scams. Then read suggestions of ioostretch those dollars in “Ways to Save at AU”, | |

provided by one of our own student workers.
We hope you find this issue helpful in identifyingys to find and save money. Remember the finan-

cial aid staff is always here to help you navigatefinancial aid process. Ways to Save at Al

Happy Reading!
Heather McKane, Dean of Student Financial Services

Get to Know the

_ -

Our current economy has found sheet, search for and complete - Federal Trade Commission
increased numbers of students outside scholarship application www.ftc.gov/scholarshipscams
searching for outside scholar- yourself. There is always work .National Fraud Information
ships. With more students apply and time involved in the scholar Center

ing and increased demand, the ship process. www.fraud.org
greater the chance for students Legitimate scholarship sear
encounter frauds or scams. engines will match you wit \Where to search for outside

Students are approached in a v scholarships based on your eli scholarships.....

ety of ways, usually online or by bility criteria. They will not guar . AU email notifications

mail. Scammers promise a guat antee that you will win, they wi . odditional Resource section
anteed scholarship with no effor not charge a “processing fet of AU’s Financial Aid Web

on your part - you just have to and they will not ask for cred page T
provide your personal informa- card or bank account informatio - Scholarship Binder in the Of- )

tion and a “processing fee”, paic Please always feel free to cont fi.e of Financial Aid

by credit card of course. the Office of Financial Aid i A\ Einancial Aid EaceBook
At the very least, you are payin¢you're ever in doubt about
for a service that should be free scholarship or agency.

In some cases, you are providir

all of the information needed to Report a Scamto.....

steal your identity. Instead of . Better Business Bureau
completing their information www.bbb.org

page (“Notes” section) — Be-

come a fan today! "
- Public library, newspapers,

parents’ jobs, clubs and organi-

zations, high school guidance
counselors o—




!"#$ % &

Navigating the MAP grant students rely on the MAP grant as a means tthe history of the program. Concerns

On October 15, a bus full of Aurora finance their educations. This grant is admingentinued to escalate when information
University students and staff membersered through the Illinois Student Assistance was released that indicated State legisla-
joined more than 2,500 students from Commission (ISAC) and is the state of lllinoigors were not certain if they would be able
colleges and universities from across largest need-based financial aid program. MA® approve funding the $205 million

lllinois who had gathered to rally at thgrants are awarded to lllinois residents who needed to finance the Spring 2010 semes-
state Capitol in Springfield for the res-attend approved lllinois colleges and demon-ter due to the State of lllinois budget cri-
toration of lllinois Monetary Award  strate financial need based on the informatioisis.

Program (MAP) funds. It was an ex- provided on the Free Application for Federal Across lllinois, students, families, and
perience that | will forever remember Student Aid (FAFSA). college administrators have been advocat-
and, ultimately, resulted in the desiredn May of 2009, the Office of Financial Aid ing to restore MAP funding, and the rally
outcome of MAP funding being re-  was stunned when we received notification thiatSpringfield took place while legislators
stored for the Spring 2010 semester. ISAC would be suspending applications for voted to restore funding for the Spring

At Aurora University alone, nearly 900MAP as of May 15, the earliest cut-off date in2010 semester.

“At Aurora University alone, nearly 900 studentslyeon the MAP grant as a means to finance their edtions...”

The Student Perspective Gina Alcobia, also an AU senior, stated,
Among the Aurora University studentsThe determination | saw from students
attending the rally, senior Alicia Doty alone was such an inspiration to see. The
not only enjoyed attending but felt it unity, the coming together for the same
was a “good chance to get involved armduse. The passion everyone had at the
make a difference”. Accordingto rally to make a positive difference, it is
Doty, “That day we showed lllinois  really breathtaking and puts a smile on my
legislators that we are not only numbeiiece.

on a spreadsheet; we are people whoFor more information and contact informa-

are trying to better ourselves in order tfn for state legislators, please visit the

make a brighter future for everyone. Alinancial Aid page on AU's Web site and

of the |nd|\_/|duals who were at the raIIyCIiCk on our “MAP Grant Updates” link.
were passionate about this cause,

whether they needed the funding them-
selves or they were there to support

their peers.” October 15 Rally for MAP in Springfield, IL (photds
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“A penny saved is a penny earned”, and Dorm Room Savings

these days every penny counts. The cur
economic crisis is affecting everyone, in
large and small ways. In the face of an
uncertain financial future, we must all be
more thoughtful with our spending and
save our money for that “rainy day”. So,
read on for some suggestions of ways tt
AU can help you save:

Let AU Entertain You
You already paid an activity fee;

Buy in bulk for toiletries so you
won'’t have to replenish during the
school year.

Don't buy paper plates & plastic
utensils. Instead buy dishes you ¢ -
wash

Sculpting
Voice

Swing Dancing
Self Defense
First Aid

Rock Climbing

Use your meal points at The Spot Ways to Save Outside of AU

late night cravings instead of going
out to eat. You already paid for the
food, so use it!

Take advantage of the many FUN

therefore, you should take advantag
of it. The Activities Programming

classes offered at AU:

Board (APB) plans all sorts of activi- .
ties: from hypnotists to ski trips to
Build-A-Bear to dances. Getting in-
volved with APB activities not only
helps you meet new people and hav .
fun but it keeps money in your walle

Make use of the school’s library for
books, journals, magazines, newspe *
pers, DVDs, etc. And, if AU’s library .
doesn’t have the item you're looking
for, ask about inter-library loan. '

Show your Spartan Pride and attenc
AU’s sporting events. Get a couple -
friends together for a FREE and exc
ing event!

Staying Healthy at AU

Use the Fitness Center or weight roc
instead of joining a gym- it's free!

Join intramurals

Make use of the Wellness Center
when you are sick

Yoga

Tennis
Kickboxing
Golf
Racquet-ball
Wellness Walking
Step & Train
Photography
Piano
Drawing
Painting

Keep an expenditures record. Microsoft
Excel will do the trick! Be sure to log
everything you buy so you can see where
your money is going. You can cut leaks
that are in your budget by tracking them.

Keep a calendar of when bills are due to
avoid late fees.

Stop making impulse purchases. Before
you buy something, take the time to con-
sider whether you really need that par-
ticular item.

Also, don't just buy something because
it's on sale; you have better places where
your money can be spent.

Avoid vending machines. Try to carry
your own snacks in your bag.

Make a list before going shopping and
stick to it.

Avoid shopping hungry; make your trip
to the grocery store short and sweet.

Don'’t buy candy in the checkout aisle.
Buy generic items whenever possible.
Use coupons.

Don’t throw your money away!

(

How long have you worked at AU?

estimate letters for prospective students, c snails.

I've worked here for two years, and | am alscfi'é??te the PUb“Cart]'on ofkour newgle(;ter, ‘What was your favorite childhood television
graduate of AU. perform various other tasks as needed. program?
What is set as the background on your comr “I Love Lucy” re-runs.

. o . puter?
As a financial aid counselor, | work with under- . Best birthday present you ever received:

graduate students whose last names begin @ifmcture of a crop circle that looks like a |
the letters A-K. | review FAFSA information t ish. birthda:

determine eligibility for aid, prepare financiabaWhat is the strangest food you have eve Y-

award letters, and process paperwork to compéateen? What is the longest book you've ever read?

the students’ files. | also prepare financial gid;. gecide between ostrich, alligator, Atlas Shruggetly Ayn Rand

What are your job responsibilities?

Concert tickets to see Aerosmith on my 18th
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347 S. Gladstone Ave.
Aurora, IL 60506

Financial Aid

Phone: 630-844-6190
Fax: 630-844-6191
E-mail: finaid@aurora.edu

Check us out on Facebook! Search for
“AU Financial Aid” and become a fan.

We are here!

Qur office is located on
the second floor of

Eckhart Hall, Room 205

.

Kite flying is a professional sport in
Thailand.

The pound key (#) on the keyboard is
called an octothorpe.

Leonardo da Vinci was known to write
his notes backwards, from right to left,
in mirror image.

Honolulu, Hawaii boasts the only royal
palace in the United States of America.

In 1985, Mr. Potato Head received four
write in votes in the mayoral election
of Boise, Idaho.

A dime has 118 ridges around the
edge.

The Saguaro Cactus does not grow
branches until it is around 75 years
old.

An original pair of Levi Strauss & Co
501 jeans, aged over 115 years old,
were sold for $60,000 on eBay.

The tuatara, a reptile from New Zea-

land, has three eyes at birth, two in the
center of its head and one on the top
of its head.

An egg that is fresh will sink in water,
but a stale one won't.

There are six fictional characters that
have stars on Hollywood's "Walk of
Fame."

The name of the character that is be-
hind bars in the Monopoly board game
is Jake the Jailbird.

It is not possible to tickle yourself. The
cerebellum warns the rest of the brain
that you are about to tickle yourself.
Since your brain knows this, it ignores
the resulting sensation.

The lifespan of an eyelash is approxi-
mately 150 days.

The largest gathering of people

dressed as gorillas involved 637 par-
ticipants of the Great Gorilla Fun Run
to raise money for The Diane Fossey

Gorilla Fund in London.

The world's deepest underwater post-
box is located 32.8 ft. beneath the wa-
ters of Susami Bay, Japan.

The most overdue book in the world
was borrowed from Sidney Sussex
College in Cambridge, England and
was returned 288 years later.




